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Mounting a New Hard Drive on an rx2660 
Itanium 

Necessary Items 

1. DB9 to DB9 serial, cross cable. 

2. Laptop or other external terminal. 

3. Terminal Emulator application (e.g., PuTTY). 

4. Hard drive to be mounted. 

Steps 

1. With the Itanium machine powered down (but still plugged in), insert the new hard drive into an 

available slot. 

2. Connect one end of the DB9 cable to the serial port labeled “Console” on the Itanium machine. Connect 

the other end of the DB9 cable to a serial COM port on your laptop. 

3. Launch a PuTTY session and select the Serial radio button and then the appropriate COM port on your 

laptop. 

4. Login to the machine. Username: Admin / Password: Admin. 
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5. Power the machine up and type CO (for console). This may take a little while. 
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6. Immediately navigate to the “Boot Configuration” line using the down arrow on your keyboard and 

press Enter (you have about 15 seconds). 
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7. In the dialog box, navigate to “Add Boot Entry” and press Enter. A message will display while the 

machine searches for a bootable device (this should take less than 30 seconds). 
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8. Navigate to the proper device (typically the top entry) and press Enter. 
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9. There is no option on this step, you must select EFI. Press Enter again and wait for the screen to refresh. 
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10. Navigate to the “VMS” line and press Enter. 
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11. Navigate down to the line that reads “VMS_LOADER.EFI” (this may be down a page) and press Enter. 
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12. Enter a description for the hard drive (e.g., CYPVS5). 
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13. On the next screen, leave the Load Options blank and press Enter. 
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14. Type “Y” at the “Save changes to NVRAM?” prompt. 
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15. When the screen refreshes, navigate to “Edit OS Boot Order” and press Enter. 
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16. Navigate to the drive description from before (e.g., CYPVS5) and press Enter. This will change the color 

of the entry. Now, using the arrow keys on your keyboard, move that selection to the top. 
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17. Press Enter, the color will change back. 
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18. Press “X” (twice) until you return to the original screen. Your drive will now display at the top of the list. 

Press Enter. This will begin re-booting the machine. To ensure that the machine automatically starts 

after a power cycle you will need to do an additional couple of steps. 

 

19. After the machine has re-booted, press <Ctrl> B to return to the main menu. 
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20. Type “CM” for Command Menu and press Enter. 
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21. Type “PR” to bring up the Power Restore Policy Configuration. Verify the current option is set to “ON – 

Automatically Power On”. If not, type “ON” and press Enter. 

 

22. Type “Q” to quit and then <Ctrl> B to return to the main menu. Type “X” to exit the connection. 

 


